


Presenters 
 

Charlene Sitar 

Regional Elder Abuse Prevention Coordinator  

Yellowhead County - rural population encompassing  

     nine hamlets = 10,995 

Edson ï town population = 8,414 

Hinton ï town population = 9,882 

(Trends and Strategies) 

 

Sharon Moore, BSW, RSW 

Seniorôs Project Facilitator 

Town of Cochrane = 25,853 

West Rocky View District: 

Cochrane Lake ï village population = 792 

Bearspaw ï town population = 4826 

Springbank- town population = 7875 

Bragg Creek ï village population = 589 

Madden ï hamlet population = 21 

Bottrel ï hamlet population = 20 

(Inclusive rural approaches to prevention) 

 

 

 

 

Irene Fitzsimmons 

Elder Abuse Project Coordinator 

Town of Westlock ï town population = 5101  

Westlock County ï rural population = 7220 

Clyde ï village population = 430 

Barrhead ï town population = 4,387 

Barrhead County ï rural population = 6,388 

Athabasca ï town population = 2965 

Athabasca County ï rural population = 7869 

Boyle ï town population = 845 

(Promoting resiliency within older adults) 



What is Elder 

Abuse? 

Å Common language (action or inaction causing harm: physical, emotional, 

sexual, financial, neglect); (pattern of behaviour, intimate relationship) 

Å Definitions vary between organizations, i.e. age of older adult, culture, 

spiritual   

Å What it is not 

 

 



2016 

Å 2016 - 538,220 seniors in our 

province (65 plus) 

Å someone turns 65 years of age 

every 14 minutes 

Å 2031 ï 923,000 when the last of 

the baby boomers reach 65 years 

of age 

Å About one in five Albertans will be 

a senior 

Å With an increase in seniors 

comes an increase in incidents of 

abuse 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-

pd/pyramid/pyramid.cfm?geo1=48&type=1 

http://www.seniors-housing.alberta.ca/seniors/aging-

population.html 

 

http://www.seniors-housing.alberta.ca/seniors/aging-

population.html 
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The World Health Organization 

recognizes Elder Abuse as ñan 

important public health problemò. 
 

ñWHO estimates that 15.7% of 

people 60 years and older are 

subjected to abuse.ò ï World 

Health Organization 

http://www.who.int/ageing/projects/elder_abuse/en/ 
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World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 

June 15th 

 

Established in 2006 by the International 

Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse 

 

The Province of Alberta recognizes annually 

WEAAD and provides information on the 

Seniors Housing of Alberta Website including 

 

Å Posters 

Å Resource Toolkit 

Å Proclamation announcements 

Å Community activities 

Å Events Calendar 

 

http://www.seniors-housing.alberta.ca/events 
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http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2017001/article/14698-eng.pdf 

 

Å Of the ten Canadian provinces, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 

Alberta had the highest number of senior victims of police-

reported family violence. 

 

Å Overall, the rate of family violence against seniors living in 

urban Census Metropolitan Areas (CMAs) was lower than for 

those living in non-CMAs. 

 

ÅAs the senior population in Canada 

continues to expand, the issue of senior 

abuse has emerged as an increasingly 

important issue: while an estimated 4 to 

10% of seniors experience abuse, only 20% 

of incidents are reported to someone who is 

able to help. 
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National Initiative for the Care of the Elderly (NICE) 

Elder Abuse Victim Support Services Survey 

In collaboration with the Public Health Agency 

http://www.chnet-works.ca/images/stories/06_20_17_ENG_FINAL.pdf 
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ñMost organizations and programs: 

ÅWere located in an urban setting (75%) 

Å Provided services for emotional, 

financial, physical, sexual, verbal abuse 

and neglect 

Å Provided specialized services for the 

type of mistreatment (65%) 

Å Involved multidisciplinary team 

membersò 

Information from one of the 

key results of the survey 

was:  



Å Most recent and comprehensive study 

to quantify elder abuse and neglect in 

Canada 

Å One of the largest studies of a single 

country 

Å 7.5% older Canadians suffered abuse 

Å 8.2% suffered mistreatment (includes 

neglect) 
 

https://cnpea.ca/images/canada-report-june-7-2016-pre-study-lynnmcdonald.pdf 
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Å A province-wide network of professionals 

Å Representing communities across Alberta 

Å Promoting the well-being of older adults 

Å Working to increase community awareness 

Å Developing resources to address elder abuse 

Å Strengthening the right to safety, respect and dignity 

Å New Project Manager, Janet Schimmel 

 

 
https://albertaelderabuse.ca/ 
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http://www.humanservices.alberta.ca/docume

nts/fvb-survey-2016-final-report 
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Alberta Government 

2010 Strategy for 

Collective Action 
ÅGoal one ï Improved 

Awareness 

ÅGoal two ï Skilled Service 

Providers 

ÅGoal Three ï CCRôs 

ÅGoal Four ï Protective 

Laws and Policies 



Year one - 19 CCRs 

Year three - 31  


